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Introduction

This summary of our Annual Registration Statistics Report presents a snapshot of our key
database — the national Register of engineers and technicians who have been assessed
against our Standards of professional competence and commitment.

We are committed to optimising professional registration as a vital tool for delivering our
public benefit by upholding trust and confidence in the engineering profession.

There are some particularly bright spots in the data, such as the consistently high retention
rate and the year-on-year closing of the gap between the sexes. The fact that the average
registration lasts for nearly a quarter of a century shows just how valuable professional
registration is to those who hold it.

However, the data also shows the challenge we face ensuring that enough people are joining
the Register at the beginning of their career to compensate for those leaving at the end.

This will involve continuing to demonstrate how professional registration helps keeps people
safe and builds trust. This is why we have just launched a new contextualised Standard to
assess the competence and commitment of individual engineers and technicians working on
higher-risk buildings in the UK. We must demonstrate the importance of professional
registration against recognised Standards not just in high-profile areas of engineering that
are in the public or parliamentary spotlight, but across the whole profession.

Paul Bailey
Chief Executive Officer

May 2025

Engineering Council Registration Statistics Summary 2024 | Page 2 of 11



Key terms

Term

Register

Registrant

Title

Highest title

Definition

The record of engineers and technicians who have been assessed by
licensed professional engineering institutions against Engineering Council
Standards and awarded one of our professional titles.

An individual recorded on the Register, holding one or more titles.

A professional engineering title recorded on the Register, more than one
of which may be held by an individual registrant.

Chartered Engineer (CEng)

Develop solutions to engineering problems using new or existing
technologies, through innovation, creativity and change. They may
be accountable for complex systems with significant levels of risk.

Incorporated Engineer (IEng)

Maintain and manage applications of current and developing
technology, and may undertake engineering design, development,
manufacture, construction and operation.

Engineering Technician (EngTech)
Apply proven techniques and procedures to solve practical
engineering problems.

ICT Technician (ICTTech)

Apply proven techniques and procedures to solve practical
engineering problems using Information & Communications
Technology.

The different professional titles have different criteria and requirements for
competence and commitment. Chartered Engineer is the highest title,
followed by Incorporated Engineer and then the two technician titles.

This report presents data about the composition of the Register at the end of 2024 compared
with previous years, and the change in this composition during 2024, compared with the
change during previous years.
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Overview

At the end of 2024 there were 214,671 people on the Register.

An additional 5,696 only hold interim titles, pending completion of their professional
review. For clarity, these are treated separately and not counted as active registrants.

The total number of registrants has fallen by 1% from 2023, a decline of 3% over the
past seven years.

Over the past seven years the share has remained almost identical, with just under
80% of all registrants holding CEng as their highest title. The remaining 20% are
evenly distributed between those holding IEng and EngTech, with a relatively small
number holding the more recent and specialised ICT Tech title.

The vast majority of registrants hold a single professional title, with 3.6% holding
multiple titles. The most titles held by a single registrant is six.

Total registrants - highest title

250,000

200,000

150,000

100,000

50,000

221,957 224,666 222,379 221,675

218,568 216,937 214,671

26,879 26,382 25,486 24,708 23,882

23,243 23,104

19,188 22,814 22,637 23,252 23,215 23.457 23033
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While more than a third (35.1%) of registrants are aged over 60, the proportion of
younger registrants is increasing year on year.

e The percentage share of each of the three younger age groups (16-29, 30-39 and 40-
49) has increased slightly from 2023 to 2024, while the share of each of the three
older age groups (50-59, 60-69 and 70+) has decreased

Total registrants by age group

Not provided
2 (0%)

70+
37,660
(17.5%)

40-49
44,892
(20.9%)

The vast majority of registrants are male (91.7%) but the proportion of females is
steadily increasing year-on-year.

e The proportion of females on the Register has increased from 5.9% in 2018 to 8.2%

in 2024.
Total registrants by sex
94.0% 93.6% 93.3% 92.9% 92.2%
207,385 59 2% 91.7%
(208 465) (210321)  ( . ) (205,896) 92.5%. (199.963)  (196.774)  Male
M\ r o N 7\
C U o\ \ —_— V,L {) V -2.3%
5.9% 6.3% 6.7% 7.1% 7.4% 7.7% 8.2%
(13.206) (14,189) (14,853) (15632)  (16.150) (16,809) (17,573)  Female
@, O O O O O O A 23%
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

The average age at which people join the Register is 34. The average age at which
they leave is 59.

o Females tend to join 2-3 years earlier and leave 16-18 years earlier than males,
spending less than half the time on the Register.
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Retention

The retention rate in 2024 was 95.1%, showing that the vast majority of registrants in
2024 were also active the previous year.

e For the past seven years retention has remained steady between 94% and 96%
¢ Retention has remained high across all the professional titles.

Retained registrants

211,173 211,311 212,199 211,025 209,843 207,494  204.161

95.1% 94.1% 95.4% 95.2% 96.0% 95.6% 95.1%

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Retained registrants - highest title

250,000
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150,000
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50,000
0
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Joiners
The number of new registrants in 2024 was higher than both 2023 and 2022.

There were 9,368 new registrants in 2024, an increase of 13.1% from 2023.
More females were added to the Register in 2024 than any previous year.

Approximately 1 in 6 people joined the Register as an Incorporated Engineer in 2024,
up from 1in 10 in previous years. More than half joined as Chartered Engineers.

There were 1,142 people returning after a period of lapsed registration.

New registrants - highest title

14,000
11,966
12,000
10,000
8,000
6,000
4,000
2,000
0
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
mmsm CEng  mmsm EngTech mmem [CTTech wmsm|Eng ——TOTAL
New registrants by sex
88.4% 88.5% 87.8% 87.0% 87.2% 86.5% 85.1%
(8,438) (10,586) (7,770) (8,219) (6,617) (7,160) (7,972)
O M\
C \ C \’.\f \ \1’L {) Male
11.5% 10.9% 12.0% 12.8% 12.5% 13.2% 13.0%
(1,099) (1,305) (1,065) (1,210) (950) (1,007) (1,221)
O O =0, O O O O Female
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
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Leavers

More people left the Register in 2024 than joined, resulting in a net loss of 3,531
registrants.

< LEAVERS JOINERS >

1

The average age for males leaving the Register is 60, with a peak age group of 60-
64. This suggests many keep their registration until retirement.

Females tend to leave the Register earlier, at an average age of 44. This is consistent
with wider trends of females leaving the engineering workforce altogether at this age.

Joiners / Leavers

Vv -1,268 A 1,155 V 3,736 Vv -2,058 V -4,358 v -2,917 Vv -3,531
D Eom
-10,809 -10,811 12,586 -11,509 -11,942 -11,197 -12,899

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Registrants leaving Register by age and sex %

18-24
30-34
40-44
50-54
60-64
70-74
80-84

90 Plus
0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0%

Peak Age Group
= 30-34 (17.2%)

|

Peak Age Group
= 60-64 (13.8%)

m Male mFemale
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Titles

There were 222,785 titles recorded on the Register in 2024.

e This number is falling very slowly, following the same trajectory as the number of
registrants, as would be expected.

e The number of Chartered Engineer (CEng) and Incorporated Engineer (IEng) titles
have both fallen by 1% since 2023, with the other titles falling by 2%.

e The reduction in IEng titles is significantly less than previous years. In 2024, 1,530
people joined the Register with an IEng title, compared with 898 in 2023.

Total final stage titles

232,651 234,947 232,306 231,263 227,679 225,785 222,785
[+ 1%] [- 1%] [- 0%] [- 2%] [- 1%] [ 1%]
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
CEng titles IEng titles
182,267 181, §05 178,885 177,370 175,056 26,228 25, 4022 24,554 23863 23626
- F0%] [-1%] [-1%] [ 1%] - 3% [-3%] [-3%] [-1%]
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
EngTech titles ICTTech titles
938 872
22873 23477 23430 23,680 23247 ) 859 856
S 3% [0%] [*1%] [ 2%] I [- 8%] 6°/] [+8%]  [-2%]
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
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International

Consistent with previous years, 20% of titles were held outside the UK in 2024.

e The proportion of Chartered Engineer titles held by registrants living outside the UK is
increasing very slightly year on year, by 2.4% over the past eight years.

o Of the titles held outside the UK, 57% are held in Asia, 15.5% in Oceania, 13.3% in
Europe, 11.2% in Americas and 2.9% in Africa. This share has increased slightly in
Asia and Europe, and decreased slightly elsewhere.

% of each title held by registrants living outside the UK

30%
25%

+2.4%
20%

15%

10%
-1.6%
\
5% S~ -2.6%
-3.5%

0%

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

EngTech titles ICTTech titles
ICTTech

CEng e=——|Eng e=—EngTech

Titles by continent (non-UK)

Africa: -0.12% [ 5900

11.56%
11

Americas: -0.33% B 11.23%

. 56.14%
A8 0 57.12%

. 13.28%
Europe :  +0.02% | 1330%

o 15.79%
Oceania: -0.32% o 15_470/:

10.0%  20.0%  30.0%  40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0%
2023 m2024
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